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February   11,   2020  
 
Colonel   Thomas   Asbery  
Commander   and   District   Engineer  
U.S.   Army   Corps   of   Engineers   -   New   York   District  
26   Federal   Plaza,   Room   17-205  
New   York,   NY   10278-0090  
 
Dear   Colonel   Asbery:  
 
Billion   Oyster   Project   is   committed   to   the   restoration   of   the   NY-NJ   Harbor   Estuary  
and   implementing   the   restoration   goals   of   the   U.S.   Army   Corps   of   Engineers  
(USACE)   -   New   York   District’s   Hudson-   Raritan   Estuary   Ecosystem   Restoration  
Feasibility   Study.   Since   2014,   Billion   Oyster   Project   has   pursued   its   mission   of  
restoring   oyster   reefs   to   New   York   Harbor   through   public   education   initiatives,  
thereby   raising   awareness   in   New   York   City   and   its   environs   of   the   importance   of  
restoring   New   York   City’s   greatest   natural   resource.  
 
Billion   Oyster   Project   confirms   our   commitment   to   USACE   to   collaborate   on   the  
construction   of   the   proposed   restoration   project   at   Bush   Terminal   Park,   Sunset  
Park,   Brooklyn.   Billion   Oyster   Project   will   work   to   advance   the   restoration   initiatives  
contemplated   by   the   Study,   namely,   the   restoration   of   approximately   32   acres   of  
oyster   reef   habitat   using   a   variety   of   techniques   including   spat   on   shell,   oyster  
castles   and   gabion   structures.   This   project   represents   a   substantial   step   forward  
towards   the   realization   of   Billion   Oyster   Project’s   goal   of   restoring   one   billion  
oysters   to   New   York   Harbor   by   2035.  
 
Billion   Oyster   Project   understands   that   USACE   will   undertake   the   restoration  
project   when   funds   are   appropriated   by   Congress   and   allocated   to   the   New   York  
District.   Billion   Oyster   Project   is   aware   that   this   letter   constitutes   an   expression   of  
intent,   not   a   contractual   commitment,   and   that   any   of   USACE   or   Billion   Oyster  
Project   or   any   fiscal   sponsor   of   the   restoration   project   may   opt   to   discontinue   the  
restoration   project   development   process   before   entering   into   a   definitive   agreement  
to   participate   in   the   construction   of   the   restoration   project.  
 
We   appreciate   your   work   on   this   ambitious   and   important   restoration   initiative,   and  
look   forward   to   collaborating   with   USACE   on   this   project.  
 
Very   truly   yours,  

 
Pete   Malinowski  
Executive   Director  
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WAYNE HASENBALG 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Direct: 201-460-4155 
whasenbalg@njsea.com 

January 31, 2017 

Mr. Clifford S. Jones 
Chief, Planning Division 
U.s. Army Corps of Engineers 
26 Federa I Plaza 
New York, NY 10278-0090 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

The New Jersey Sports & Exposition Authority (NJSEA; formerly the l\Jew Jersey 
Meadowlands Commission) is the local sponsor with the u.s. Army Corps of Engineers New 
York District (District) for the Hudson Raritan Estuary (HRE)-Hackensack Meadowlands 
Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study. 

From a policy perspective, NJSEA supports the many recommendations for restoration 
of sites outlined in the Report Synopsis for the Hudson Raritan Estuary Ecosystem 
Restoration Feasibility Study. NJSEA specifically supports the advancement of the 
restoration projects at IVJeadowlark Marsh and Metromedia Tract within the Hackensack 
IVJeadowlands. NJSEA plans to contribute to future construction pending appropriations, 
other budgetary considerations and participation of other co-sponsors. NJSEA will 
reevaluate its level of participation at the time these projects are ready to move forward. 
As of the date of this correspondence, NJSEA has not appropriated any funds for the 
projects. 

We value our long-standing partnership and stress the importance of restoring the 
I\JYjNJ Harbor Estuary and the need for future construction authorization for the restoration 
actions recommended in the Hudson Raritan Estuary Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility 
Study. We look forward to continuing to work with the District on these important 
ecosystem restoration projects and furthering our collective vision for a World Class Harbor 
Estuary. If you or your staff have any quesJ=ions, please contact me. 

New .Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority - One DeKorte Park Plaza, Lyndhurst, NJ 07071 

mailto:whasenbalg@njsea.com










Jennifer Greenfeld 
Chief, Forestry, Horticulture, 
& Natural Resources 

T 212-360-1488 | 718-760-6800 E Jennifer.greenfeld@parks.nyc.gov City of New York 
Parks & Recreation 
 
Arsenal North 
1234 Fifth Avenue  
2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10029 
www.nyc.gov/parks 

 Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP 
Commissioner 

 

 

 

 
 

June 3, 2016 

Clifford S. Jones 
Chief, Planning Division 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
26 Federal Plaza  
New York, NY 10278-0090  
 
 
Dear Mr. Jones: 
 
The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (NYCDPR) has had a long history with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New York District (District) on ecosystem restoration 
activities within the Hudson Raritan Estuary (HRE).  NYCDPR has proudly worked with the 
District in the preparation of the HRE Comprehensive Restoration Plan, celebrated the 
successful construction of the Gerritsen Creek and Plumb Beach Projects, and hopes to 
continue with the advancement of restoration projects throughout the HRE.  
 
The NYCDPR supports the many recommendations for restoration of sites within New York City 
that were outlined in the Draft Integrated Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment 
(FR/EA).  NYCDPR specifically supports, pending appropriations, the advancement of 
restoration projects within Jamaica Bay (Dead Horse Bay, Fresh Creek, Hawtree Point, Dubos 
Point, Brant Point) and the Bronx River (Stone Mill Dam, Bronx River Park/West Farm Rapids 
Park, Bronx Zoo and Dam and Muskrat Cove).  NYCDPR values our long-standing partnership 
and stresses the importance of restoring the NY/NJ Harbor Estuary and the need for future 
construction authorization for the restoration actions recommended in the Hudson Raritan 
Estuary Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study.   
 
We look forward to continuing our work with the District on these important ecosystem 
restoration projects and furthering our collective vision for a World Class Harbor Estuary.  If you 
or your staff have any questions, please contact me at 212-360-1488 or 
Jennifer.greenfeld@parks.nyc.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Greenfeld 
  

mailto:Jennifer.greenfeld@parks.nyc.gov






52 West Front Street, Keyport, NJ 07735 

Phone: 732.888.9870   Fax: 732.888.9873   www.nynjbaykeeper.org 

February 14, 2017 

Colonel David A. Caldwell 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District 
26 Federal Plaza 
New York, NY 10278-0090 

Dear Colonel Caldwell: 

NY/NJ Baykeeper is committed to the restoration of the NY-NJ Harbor Estuary and implementing the 
restoration goals of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), New York District’s Hudson-Raritan Estuary 
Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study.  Since 1989, NY/NJ Baykeeper has worked to protect, preserve and 
restore the NY-NJ Harbor Estuary, including the restoration of oysters to the region. 

NY/NJ Baykeeper confirms our commitment to ACOE to partner on the construction of the restoration 
project at Naval Weapons Station Earle in Raritan Bay (“restoration project”).  NY/NJ Baykeeper will work to 
advance the following restoration initiatives, as described in the Report: 

 7.6 acres of new restoration will be constructed adjacent to the existing restoration site

 Restoration techniques will include spat on shell, cages, reef balls, and oyster castles

NY/NJ Baykeeper understands that the ACOE will undertake the restoration project when funds are 
appropriated by Congress and allocated to the New York District.  NY/NJ Baykeeper is aware that this letter 
constitutes an express of intent and not a contractual obligation and that the sponsor or the ACOE may opt to 
discontinue the restoration project development process before entering into an agreement to construct the 
restoration project.  

If you need additional information, please contact Meredith Comi, Restoration Director, at 732-888-9870 
or debbie@nynjbaykeeper.org.  Thank you for all your work on this endeavor and we look forward to continuing 
to work with you on the restoration of the NY-NJ Harbor Estuary. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah A. Mans 
Executive Director & Baykeeper 

mailto:debbie@nynjbaykeeper.org


 
February 26, 2017 
 
Mr. Clifford S. Jones 
Chief, Planning Division 
US Army Corps of Engineers  
26 Federal Plaza 
New York, NY 10278-0090 
 
 
Dear Mr. Jones: 
 
The New York Harbor Foundation (NYHF) is the local sponsor with the US Army Corps of 
Engineers New York District (District) for the Hudson Raritan Estuary Program, specifically the 
Upper Bay site along the Brooklyn Shoreline, also known as the Bush Terminals Park and the 
Governors Island site. NYHF, primarily through the work of its Billion Oyster Project (BOP), 
has a recent history working together with the District on in-water restoration research pilot 
projects. 
 
NYF is currently engaged in a pilot study at the Bush Terminals Park site. In addition to the 
installation and monitoring of live oysters and reef structures this work has involved community 
outreach and education. The site has great potential for further restoration. 
 
NYHF supports the recommendations proposed in the Draft Integrated HRE Feasibility Report 
and Environmental Assessment (FR/EA). NYHF is committed to restoring a sustainable oyster 
population to the Harbor. Towards this end, NYHF is aligned with the goals of the 
Comprehensive Restoration Plan, particularly the habitat goals for oyster reef habitat. NYHF is 
currently engaged in oyster restoration and research in the Upper Bay, Raritan Bay, Bronx River, 
Jamaica Bay and Hudson River.  
 
NYHF values its past collaborations and ongoing partnership with the District and hopes to 
continue work in these important ecosystem restoration projects and furthering our collective 
vision of an abundant, safe and diverse Harbor. If you or your staff have any questions, please 
contact Pete Malinowski at pmalinowski@nyharbor.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Pete Malinowski 
BOP Director 
New York Harbor Foundation 
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